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The Friends of Newburyport Trees (FONT) is a non-profit community organization dedicated to
preserving Newburyport’s public and privately owned heritage sized trees. We estimate that our
city loses at least 250 medium and large trees in the course of a year – that is an average of five
trees each week. The number may be far higher and the sad truth is that most of these trees are not
being replaced.

FONT - TREE PROTECTION EASEMENT - FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Someone is about to develop a property and cut down a beautiful tree in Newburyport! What
can I do to save it?

Prior planning for the future is crucial in such a case. If the original owner didn’t plan ahead, there
may be little you can do. However, FONT has developed a “protection easement” specifically for
trees. It offers an extra level of protection that typical deed restrictions as written into a real estate
sale cannot.

What is FONT?

Friends of Newburyport Trees (FONT) is a non profit community based organization formed in
Newburyport, to play a role in conserving and re-growing our precious landscapes before they are
lost forever to development. We are an outgrowth of save-the-trees activities in other states.

We urge you to alert your neighbors to the existence of FONT and its easement method of protect-
ing beloved trees.

Please note that FONT must be selective in choosing tree-saving easement projects. We have limit-
ed our interest to trees that are or will be of significant size and are growing in locations that are
vulnerable to unilateral private development. One of our goals is to slow the rate of tree destruc-
tion; another is to promote discussion about the fate of a tree before any cutting commences.

What is a Protective vs. a Conservation Easement?

These two legal entities are quite different. A protective easement transfers specific areas of a prop-
erty to another party for a limited period of time. It is very similar to a utility, driveway, or parking
easement except that it applies to a specific tree.
A conservation easement (or conservation restriction) is a legal agreement between a landowner
and a land trust or government agency that limits uses of the land (farm, meadow, wetland, a for-
est, etc.) in perpetuity in order to protect its conservation values.

The FONT protective tree easement allows you to continue to own and use your land and to
sell it or pass it on to heirs.



Though you may hear it described as such, FONT’s easement is NOT a land trust based conserva-
tion easement. However, there is one similarity: the owner gives up some of the rights associated
with the tree and root system/land beneath the tree. Future owners also will be bound by the
easement‘s terms. FONT is responsible for making sure the easement’s terms are followed.

Like conservation easements, a protective easement offers great flexibility.

A tree easement may apply to just a portion of the property, and need not require public access.

Perhaps most important, a conservation easement can be essential for passing land on to the next
generation.

Why should I grant a conservation easement to FONT?

People execute a protective tree easement because they love their trees, birds, urban forest, and
want to protect their land from inappropriate development while benefiting from their private
ownership of the property.

Are tree easements popular?

They are successfully used in other states and Newburyport is pioneering the idea in Massachu-
setts. As development pressure increases, the use of this specialized form of tree protection is like-
ly to spread as well. Landowners have found that protection easements can be flexible tools, and
may provide a long-term guarantee that their land won‘t ever be developed without careful con-
sideration of the trees.

How long does a protective tree easement last?

In Massachusetts a tree easement is good for 99 years (re-registered every 30 years) binding the
original owner and all subsequent owners to the easement’s restrictions. The easement is recorded
at the county and town records office so that all future owners and lenders will learn about the
restrictions when they obtain title reports.

What are FONT‘s responsibilities regarding these easements?

FONT is responsible for enforcing the restrictions that the easement document spells out. There-
fore, the organization monitors the property on a regular basis -- typically once a year - to deter-
mine that the property remains in the condition prescribed by the easement document. FONT
maintains written records of these monitoring visits, which also provide the landowner a chance
to keep in touch with the organization.

Benefits of Conservation Planning

What are the economic impacts on my community of conserving trees and open space?
Many reports have shown that the simple existence of tree density in communities around the U.S.
attracts jobs, enhances property values, and saves millions in government costs. Trees promote a
greater sense of neighborliness, increase volunteerism, and even reduce local crime. A real estate
rule of thumb holds that a significant tree on a home property will increase the value $5000 -
$10,000 and make such a property a more desirable purchase (easier sale).



Are there tax benefits associated with land protection?
FONT is an official state and federal tax-exempt corporation. There may be income, estate and
property tax benefits for donating partial ownership your tree but as of now, FONT has not
explored this question. We welcome a tree owner’s research into whether a FONT protective
easement would qualify for tax benefits in their case.

An Invitation from FONT

By all means, get to know your local non-profit tree organization, Friends of Newburyport
Trees, and volunteer your time, support it financially, or even donate tree(s) for planting or a
conservation easement. That way, you can help your community protect the environment that
you think is culturally, economically or environmentally important.

Thank you for your interest in saving trees!

-- Ed Taylor
Chair of the Board

Fr i e n d s Of Ne w b u r y p o r t Tr e e s i n v i t e s t r e e
o r g an i za t i o n s t o ad ap t o u r w o r k t o t h e n e e d s o f
p r o t e c t i n g t r e e s i n y o u r co m m u n i t y . Yo u ar e
w e l co m e t o u se o u r Ease m e n t d o cu m e n t as a
m o d e l f o r y o u r co m m u n i t y Õs Ease m e n t .

We u r g e y o u , h o w e v e r , t o e n l i st t h e assi st an ce
o f a l o ca l a t t o r n e y t o f i t t h e Ease m e n t t o y o u r
l o ca l l aw s.

We a l so w e l co m e y o u r q u e st i o n s an d co m m e n t s.
Em a i l Ed Tay l o r a t new bur ypor t t r ees@comcast .net

A v o t e o f t h an k s t o Cl au d e t t e M o o r e fo r i n i t i a t i n g t h i s e f f o r t an d t o
At t y An n Daw l e y fo r t h e d o n a t i o n o f h e r w o r k i n m ak i n g o u r Ease m e n t

a p o w e r fu l l e g a l t o o l t o h e l p sav e Ne w b u r y p o r t t r e e s.
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